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W h e n  i t  c o m e s 
to Neighborhood’s 
Home Improvement 
Store, two pieces of in-
formation are hidden 
in plain sight.

The first is in the 
business’s title and is 
the owner’s last name. 

“My last name is 
Hood, and I’m every-
body’s neighbor on 
this planet we’ve got-
ta share,” Stan Hood 
said.

The second is how 
to get to the store at 
19850 Houston Road, 
which sometimes baf-
fles first-time visitors. 

Turning left just 
north of the propane 
business off north 
Missouri 5 and left 
again at Neighbor’s 
street sign will take 
potential customers to 
the “secret entrance” 
to the store.

Hood started his 
store in 1995, which 
was in downtown 
Lebanon for five years 
until the business out-
grew that building, 
and Hood built his 
store north of town 24 
years ago.

“It just got pretty 
darn big. We have all 
kinds of cabinets, all 
kinds of countertops, 
custom showers,” 
Hood said.

He specializes in 
kitchens, bathrooms 
and flooring supplies 
for new construction 
or remodel. 

“We have all kinds 
of all wood cabinets, 
countertops and cus-
tom onyx showers. We 
do a lot of quartz and 
granite countertops in 
house. We cut them 
right here, most of 
the time in just a few 
days,“ he said.

He said while he 
has a lot of flooring 
options, Hood thinks 
he has the biggest se-
lection of bathroom 
vanities and tops in 
the world, as far as he 
knows.

And he often has 
ideas about designing 
kitchens and other 
rooms that he enjoys 
sharing.

His daughter, Cal-
lista, works with him 
full-time.

“Callista knows it 
all. She is very per-
sonable and knowl-
edgeable. People love 
her. She is awesome,” 
he said.

Hood grew up in St. 
Louis, and his parents 
had a store at Eldon 
and Camdenton in 
the pre-Lowe’s days, 
which his brother took 
over while Hood start-
ed his own store in 
Lebanon. 

He has a theory 
about his success in 
the business.

“My number one 
thing is I like help-
ing people, and it’s 
very rewarding when 
you give someone a 
nice new kitchen that 
they’re going to have 
for the next 30 years or 
so. That’s the heart of 
a house,” Hood said.

He said he beats the 
prices of the big box 
stores and recently 
sent two sets of cab-
inets to Florida and 
Iowa.

“We have people 
come as far as from 
Albuquerque, Sioux 
Falls, Kansas, Arkan-
sas. They come from 
hundreds of miles to 
shop here. It’s unbe-
lievable,” Hood said.

He is a natural born 
salesman, ready to sell 

to anyone anywhere.
“I had one custom-

er tell me the other 
day that I’m a walk-
ing infomercial. I sell 

wherever I’m at. Eat-
ing out or wherever 
I’m at. If I can try to 
help somebody, I do,” 
Hood said.

Those interested 
can find out more 
about the business at 
https://www.neigh-
borhoods-inc.com or 

stop by between 8-5 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday or 8-3 p.m. Sat-
urdays.
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CHRIS RODEN
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Neighborhood’s Home Improvement Store 
offers homeowners many options

LCR Photos/Chris Roden
Top, Stan Hood and his daughter Callista stand near the kitchen countertop samples at Neighborhood’s Home 
Improvement Store. Hood said he has customers who come from other states to take advantage of his 30,000 
square feet of countertops, cabinets, flooring and more. Above, Stan Hood said his store has more bathroom 
vanity options at Neighborhood’s Home Improvement Store than anywhere else he has been. 

Daniel Beiler
5795 Hwy 5, Hartville
Factory Trained • Warranty Certified

Enjoy the cost-effective benefits of a leak-free AND renewable roof! 

Specializing In 
Flat/Low Slope

CALL YOUR COMMERCIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST TODAY
417-241-3653

A few of D&N money-saving options to consider:
Roof Restoration          Roof Maintenance         Energy Savings✓ ✓ ✓

Experienced, factory-trained and fully certified installers!CERTIFIED

 Church of Christ Lebanon, MO

dncoatings.com
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Water is essential to 
cleaning, but it can be 
an even more power-
ful asset when there is 
great force behind it. 
This is the concept be-
hind pressure washers, 
which are tools that 
spray water at high 
pressure in order to 
clean an assortment of 
surfaces. 

Pressure washers 
are typically used to 
clean siding, farm 
equipment, industrial 
machinery, concrete 
pat ios ,  and much 
more. The power be-
hind pressure washers 
can cause injury. In 
fact, the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention says pres-
sure washers can cause 
of a host of injuries, 
including:

• The strong spray 
can cause ser ious 
wounds. High-pres-
sured water can cut 
through flesh.

• The fast, strong 
spray can strike objects 
and toss them power-
fully into others who 
are close by.

• Electric shock may 
occur if the pressure 
washer is not used 
properly.

• The force from 
the washer can knock 
a person off balance, 
whether operating the 

tool on the ground or 
while on a ladder.

In most cases, inju-
ries due to pressure 
washer usage are en-
tirely preventable. 
Those who plan to 
use pressure washers 
should always do so 
with safety in mind. 
Here are some precau-
tions to take.

• Identify potential 
hazards. Identify po-
tential hazards with 
each different surface 
before beginning the 
job. Weather, person-
al fatigue, slippery 
surfaces and nearby 
electrical hazards can 
increase injury risk. 

• Read the manual 
so you fully under-
stand how to operate 
the washer. Read the 
instruction manual 
and practice using the 
tool before you put it 
to use on the task at 
hand. Learn how to 
operate the machine 
and all accessories. 
Figure out how to shut 
it off in a hurry. Deter-
mine if it is safe to use 
an extension cord on 
an electric model. 

• Wear protective 
gear. Closed-toe shoes 
are a must because 
the water spray can 
cause lacerations. Be 
sure the shoes are non-
slip or work boots. 

Full-length pants and 
a long-sleeved shirt 
can protect users from 
flying debris. Wear eye 
protection whenever 
operating the wash-
er. OSHA guidelines 
recommend a full face 
shield for water pres-
sure higher than 2,000 
psi to avoid eye or 
head injury. Water-
proof gloves also are 
wise to provide better 
grip. Ear protection for 
a gas-powered pres-
sure washer can pro-
tect against hearing 
loss.

• Start off with the 
widest spray. Pressure 
washers often include 
various nozzles or noz-
zle settings that may 
range from a 65-degree 
mist to a zero-degree 
pinpoint jet. Most peo-
ple never need to use 
the most intense jet 
sprays. Begin washing 
with the widest angle 
spray tip, from around 
two feet away, to test 
cleaning capabilities, 
and adjust nozzle and 
distance as necessary, 
according to Pressure-
Washer.com

Pressure washers 
help clean any num-
ber of surfaces. Safety 
must always be the top 
priority when using 
these potentially dan-
gerous machines.
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POWER WASHING POWER WASHING 
& SOFT WASHING& SOFT WASHING

NEED TO DISPOSE  JUNK, TRASH, CONSTRUCTION 
OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS QUICKLY?

 FOR YOUR
• HOUSE & ROOF
• DRIVEWAY & DECK
• PATIO & PAVERS
• OUTDOOR FURNITURE

DRIVEWAY SAFE • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & 
INSURED

You Call - WE DELIVER!
You Fill It - WE TAKE IT AWAY!

You Call - WE DELIVER!You Call - WE DELIVER!
You Fill It - WE TAKE IT AWAY!You Fill It - WE TAKE IT AWAY!

DRIVEWAY 
DUMPSTER/TRAILER LLC
CALL TODAY: (573) 280-8202 CALL TODAY: (573) 280-8202

NO HIDDEN 
FEES!

NO TONNAGE FEES, 
ALWAYS A FLAT 
RATE!

RENT A DUMPSTER!RENT A DUMPSTER!
TRIPLE X POWER 

WASHING llc

POWER WASHING POWER WASHING 
& SOFT WASHING& SOFT WASHING

Safety considerations when pressure washing 

Fohn Furniture & Lawn, LLC
417-532-5450 • On the corner of 4th & Jefferson
www.fohnoutdoorpower.comCall or come in to see what we have to offer!

OUR SPECIFICATIONS COME 
FROM YOUR EXPECTATIONS

All Year!All Year!
GRAVELY ZT/HD 
starting at

 
$$6,6496,649

                            while supplies last
0% FINANCING 

AVAILABLE WAC

Accessories Available:
Bagger, Light Kit, 
Mulch Kit, Etc.
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FREE CONSULTATION & ESTIMATE Call or go to https://southern-contracting-llc.business.site/  
to schedule your appointment.

• Commercial/Residential

• Metal Building/  
Pole Barn Construction

• Complete Concrete 
Installation/ Finishing

• Excavation/Dirt Work

• Foundations

• Land Clearing

• Site Prep/Utility 
Installation

• Retaining Wall Design 
and Installation

• All types of Fencing 
& more!!!

“A VETERAN/FAMILY 
OWNED COMPANY” 

417-718-2301  417-718-2301  
Lebanon, Mo 65536Lebanon, Mo 65536

From start to finish, we 
have you covered utilizing 

ONE COMPANY!

We offer financing and are 
here to serve the entire 

Show-Me State

A BUSINESS BUILT ON

HARDWORK
A REPUTATION BUILT ON

QUALITY

W h e n  t h e  s u n 
is shining and the 
weather is warm, who 
doesn’t want to be 
outside enjoying all 
Mother Nature has to 
offer? The great out-
doors often beckons, 
but it also has bugs. 
Insects, particularly 
nuisance bugs like 
mosquitoes or biting 
flies, are unwanted 
visitors when enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Weather also can 
put a damper on out-
door plans. It’s chal-
lenging to get fresh 
air and enjoy the yard 
when it’s raining or 
conditions are espe-
cially humid. Instead 
of limiting time spent 
outdoors to those oc-
casions when condi-
tions are favorable, 
homeowners can in-
stall Florida rooms to 
maximize their out-
door living potential.

The term “Florida 

room” calls to mind 
different things. Some 
define it as a walled 
extension of a home 
that features a roof — 
such as a covered pa-
tio or lanai. According 
to Tripod Aluminum, 
Inc., a manufacturer 
of aluminum building 
products, a Florida 
room also may be a 
screened-in enclosure 
that surrounds a pool 
area and is designed to 
keep bugs and wildlife 
out of the water. Peo-
ple also may consider 
a Florida room a sun-
room and it may be 
screened or feature ac-
tual windows that can 
be opened, according 
to the resource from 
Farmhouse to Florida.

T h o s e  t h i n k i n g 
about renovating to 
include Florida rooms 
can consider the fol-
lowing details.

• You don’t need to 
live in Florida. Flor-

ida rooms may be 
most associated with 
the Sunshine State, 
but you don’t need 
to live there to have 
one. Consider your 

climate and build a 
Florida room that will 
meet your needs. Do 
you want to enjoy the 
space year-round? If 
so, you might need 
some sort of heating or 
cooling to keep things 
comfortable.

• Decide on the 
right location. While 
Florida rooms tra-
ditionally are in the 
backyard, select a spot 
that works for you. If 
you want to maximize 
morning sunrises, for 
example, locate the 
room on the side of the 
home that faces east. If 

a view from another 
side of the house is 
particularly striking, 
place the Florida room 
there.

• Determine your 
needs. Will you be 
cooking or entertain-
ing in the Florida 
room? If so, design a 
space that will feature 
cooking and eating 
areas. Ensure plen-
ty of ventilation for 
a grill and consider 
other appliances to re-
duce the need to make 
trips into the house. 
Although the Florida 
room creates some 

measure of weather 
protection, choose 
furniture and fixtures 
that can stand up to 
outdoor conditions.

• Add privacy as 
needed.  Curtains, 
greenery, shades and 
other details can cre-
ate privacy when you 
don’t want to be visi-
ble to neighbors. 

Florida rooms add 
useful space to a home 
and can help residents 
connect with nature 
even when conditions 
outside are less invit-
ing.

Reap the rewards 
of a Florida room in your home

Mid-Missouri Doorof Lebanon

Serving Lebanon & Surrounding areas. Experienced Since 1990

“Where Quality Products & Dependable Services Makes The Difference.”
Thanks to all of our customers, past, present, & future.

Joe & Teena Wasmer, Owners

• Emergency Service
• Free Estimates
• Residential or 

Commercial

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - INSTALLATION

417-322-5585

CALL  
JOE WASMER

FallFall Home Improvement
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There’s no place 
like home, especially 
when that home is 
a comfortable and 
safe haven. One of 
the ways residents 
find comfort in their 
homes is by maintain-
ing the right indoor 
temperatures, which 
fluctuate along with 
the seasons. While 
there is much to be 
said about opening 
windows and doors 
to let Mother Na-
ture do her thing, in-
door comfort is often 
maintained with an 
HVAC system.

HVAC stands for 
heating, ventilation 
and air condition-
ing. It can include 
heat pumps, furnaces 
and air conditioning 
units. It is an auto-
mated system that 
works by adjusting 
a thermostat to regu-
late air temperature 
and sometimes hu-
midity, in the home. 
According to En-
viguard, a commer-
cial contracting pro-
vider, HVAC systems 
also may be used to 
improve indoor air 
quality through fil-
tration and oxygen 
replacement.

As with any me-
chanical device, an 
HVAC system has a 
life span that must be 
considered. Should 
any of the following 

conditions be pres-
ent, it is likely time 
to consult with an 
HVAC technician 
to see if repairs or 
replacement of the 
entire system is war-
ranted.

1. Age
If the HVAC sys-

tem is more than 10 
years old, it could be 
time to begin bud-
geting for a new unit. 
Many modern, effi-
cient systems may 
last 12 to 14 years 
with routine mainte-
nance. But it’s good 
to keep an HVAC 
system’s age in mind 
so you can readily 
recognize when it 
might start to fail.

2. Longer 
or constant 

running times
An efficient, prop-

erly working system 
will quickly heat or 
cool the home and 
then turn off. A sys-
tem that is turning on 
repeatedly or having 
to run for awhile be-
fore the set tempera-
ture is reached could 
be nearing the end of 
its utility.

3. Strange 
noises

Groaning, banging 
or loud humming 
noises should be ad-
dressed. While these 
noises may indicate 

that certain compo-
nents need main-
tenance or replace-
ment, they also could 
be symptoms of age 
and a system nearing 
failure.

4. Frequent 
repair visits

K n o w i n g  t h e 
HVAC company’s re-
pair person by name 
is a sign that the sys-
tem has required too 
much work in recent 
months. Repeated 
issues and repairs are 
probably signs that 
it’s time to consider a 
system replacement.

5. Higher bills
Sticker shock when 

receiving electrici-
ty or gas bills likely 
mean the HVAC sys-
tem isn’t working 
efficiently and might 
need to be replaced.

6. Poor indoor 
air quality

I f  the  home is 
dusty or humid or 
even if allergies seem 
to have cropped up 
out of nowhere, this 
could indicate  a 
poorly functioning 
HVAC system. 

HVAC systems are 
vital to keeping in-
door environments 
comfortable and safe. 
Such systems may 
exhibit certain signs 
that indicate they 
need to be replaced. 

YOUR LOCAL CONTRACTOR 
YOU CAN TRUST AND 

COUNT ON!

417-664-1142
LEBANON, MO

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!
• Roofing
• Siding

• Windows
• Flooring

• Doors

Battery Powered Product

MSA 70 C-B Battery Powered Chainsaw 
(w/ battery & charger) 

$369.99  
GTA 26 Battery Powered Garden Pruner 
(w/ battery & charger) 

$179.99  
BGA 57 Battery Powered Blower 
(w/ battery & charger) 

$199.99 
HSA 56 Battery Powered Hedge Trimmer 
(w/ battery & charger) 

$259.99
FSA 60 R Battery Powered Trimmer 
(w/ battery & charger) 

$299.99
*Pricing and availability subject to change*

Double your warranty on Stihl gas 
powered products, see store for details

MS 170 Chainsaw w/16” bar 

$199.99
MS 251 Wood Boss Chainsaw w/18” bar 

$379.99 
BR 200 Backpack Blower 

$329.99 
BR 350 Backpack Blower 

$429.99
SH 56C-E Handheld Shredder Vac/Blower 

$259.99
BG 56-C Handheld Blower 

$199.99
HS 45 Hedge Trimmer 

$299.99  
HT 105 Pole Pruner w/12” bar 

$689.99
FS 56 RC-E Straight shaft trimmer 
w/Easy2Start 

$249.99

A CUT 
ABOVE 

THE 
REST

SELECT MODELS 
ON SALE

SEE STORES FOR DETAILS

BOLIVAR • 3260 S SPRINGFIELD AVE 
(417) 326-2436

WWW.CANDCFARMANDHOME.COM

LEBANON • 1680 W ELM
(417) 532-7158

6 signs you may need a new HVAC system

417-532-3118 www.falconfloorcovering.com
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

HARDWOOD • CARPET • VINYL • LAMINATE • TILE • REMNANTS • COUNTERTOPS

Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office – 109 E. Commercial St. • Lebanon MO, 65536
FLOOR COVERING

Shop an extensive selection of shapes, sizes and styles to complement your home.
Fall in love with our stylish area rugs

FallFall Home Improvement
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N i c e  f l o o r i n g 
draws immediate at-
tention when enter-
ing a home. Natural 
wood floors tend to 
instantly impress, 
while the right kitch-
en flooring materials 
can create the wel-
coming feeling many 
homeowners strive to 
establish in the most 
popular room in the 
home.

Stunning floors 
are hard to miss, and 
floors that are well 
past their prime are 
equally noticeable. 
Aging floors may fall 
somewhere between 
fading and failing to 
live up to homeown-
ers’ standards. Fad-
ing floors may not 
need to be replaced 
immediately, but the 
following are some 
signs that indicate ex-
isting floors are near-
ing their expiration 
date.

• Soft spots: A floor 
should not give when 
stepped on. Soft spots 
could be indicative of 
water damage caused 
by any number of 
factors. Some water 
damage is caused by 
mopping the floor 
with a soaking wet 
mop, while burst 
pipes also contribute 
to water damage that 

can cause soft spots. A 
single soft spot on the 
floor may necessitate 
a relatively simple 
repair, but various 
soft spots indicate ex-
tensive damage that 
might be affecting the 
floor, subflooring or 
both. In the latter in-
stance, homeowners 
should consider a full 
floor replacement.

• Creaking floors: 
Creaking floors are 
among the more an-
noying issues that 
can arise in a home. 
In such homes, resi-
dents feel as though 
every step they or 
their housemates take 
is being announced. 
In addition, creak-
ing floors can awake 
light sleepers, includ-
ing young children. 
The floor experts at 
Discount Flooring 
Depot note that un-
even subfloor could 
be the culprit be-
hind creaking floors. 
Though that does not 
necessarily require 
a floor replacement, 
it can be hard to lift 
existing floors and 
then refit them af-
ter the subflooring 
has been addressed. 
That’s especially so 
if low-quality lam-
inate flooring was 
installed. So while 

creaking floors may 
not require a full floor 
replacement, it’s an 
outcome homeown-
ers who can no longer 
live with the noise 
can prepare them-
selves for.

• Dated look: Of 
course, some floors 
simply look like the 
product of a bygone 
era. Various factors, 
including location, 
affect the resale val-
ue of a home, but 
Realtor.com reports 
that hardwood floors 
are  preferred by 
both home buyers 
and renters. In ad-
dition, Realtor.com 
estimates that wood 
floors could provide 
a return as high as 
80 percent of the ini-
tial investment when 
homeowners  se l l 
their homes. If ex-
isting flooring looks 
dated, it might be 
time to bring it up 
to speed with some-
thing more modern.

A home’s flooring 
is bound to draw the 
attention of residents 
and visitors alike. 
Homeowners who 
replace their flooring 
can ensure that atten-
tion is drawn for all 
the right reasons.

Sights and sounds that indicate floors 
should be replaced soon

Hours: Sun 11 to 5  • Mon-Thur 9 to 5:30 • Fri 9-5Hours: Sun 11 to 5  • Mon-Thur 9 to 5:30 • Fri 9-5

55 & Older 10% Senior Discount 55 & Older 10% Senior Discount 
Every Fri. & Sun. Every Fri. & Sun. 

555 East Elm St in Chalet Village

*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This 
product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease.

Nature’s Pantry

417-533-3608

Experience safe, effective, 
non-addictive pain relief

Curamin© is your answer!
GOT PAIN?

FIRST STATE INSURANCE AGENCY

•BUSINESS
•AUTO

•BOAT •RV
•MOTORCYCLE

•BENEFITS 
•HOME

(417) 588-4121(417) 588-4121
109 W. COMMERCIAL STREET, LEBANON

CALL TODAYCALL TODAY
FSIA is an affiliate of First State Community Bank due to a common ownership, not a deposit, not FDIC 

insured, not insured by any government agency, not bank guaranteed and may decrease in value.

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
AND EVERYTHING IN IT.

FallFall Home Improvement
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Certain home ren-
ovation projects are 
more glamorous than 
others. A remodeled 
kitchen is sure to gar-
ner its share of “oohs 
and aahs,” while a 
newly paved drive-
way is much less like-
ly to dazzle guests. 

A gutter replace-
ment is another job 
that might not have 
the wow factor. But 
fully functioning gut-
ters are a must and 
can help to prevent 
potentially expensive 
roof damage. Gutters 
rarely draw attention, 
but homeowners can 
keep an eye out for 
signs that indicate 
gutters need to be 
replaced.

S i g n s  g u t t e r s 
should be replaced

Various signs in-
dicate it’s time to re-
place existing gut-
ters. Homeowners 
should act promptly 
if any of the follow-
ing signs arise, as 
poorly functioning 
gutters can make it 
hard for water to get 
into the downspouts, 
ultimately pushing it 
backward and likely 
underneath roof shin-
gles, where the result 
can be costly water 
damage.

• Peeling paint
• Cracks
• Pooling water in 

the gutter
• Mildew in the 

gutter, which can 
sometimes be seen 
even from the ground

• Water damage: 
Water damage on the 
gutter can be limited 
to certain spots and 
will be noticeable on 
the underside of the 
gutter

• Soffit damage
• Sagging gutters
• Detached gut-

ters, which can be 
detached from other 
pieces or the house

• Rust
Who should re-

place gutters?
Many home im-

provements can be 
completed success-
fully by skilled do-
it-yourselfers, but a 
gutter replacement is 
best left to the profes-
sionals. Homeowners 
who live in single-sto-
ry homes may be able 
to replace gutters on 
their own, but the 
issues that can arise 
when gutters are not 
functioning at opti-
mal capacity make 
this a job best suited 
to professionals, even 
in residences without 
high roofs.

Some gutters may 
be under a manu-
facturer’s warranty, 
so homeowners can 
check to see if their 
gutters qualify for a 

free upgrade. Experi-
ence is one of the best 
reasons to work with 
a professional gutter 
installation team. Ex-
perienced profession-
als can identify which 
gutters are the best 
fit based on a host 
of factors, including 
the pitch of the roof, 
local conditions and 
the size of the house. 
In addition, gutter 
installation requires 
the use of various 
tools that many DI-
Yers may not have on 
hand, which can cut 
into the cost savings 
of doing the project 
yourself.

Homeowners also 
should not underes-
timate the challenges 
of working on lad-
ders that are high 
up off the ground. 
Professionals are ac-
customed to such 
challenges,  while 
DIYers may not be 
comfortable or used 
to climbing ladders 
with materials and 
tools in hand.

A gutter replace-
ment is a worthwhile 
investment that can 
ensure rain water effi-
ciently and effectively 
runs through gutters 
and away from the 
roof. Leaving this task 
to the professionals 
can ensure the job is 
done right. CALL: 417-533-5080  EMAIL: neighborhoods@hotmail.com  WEBSITE: neighborhoods-inc.com

NOW IS THE TIME TO UPDATE 
THAT OLD KITCHEN, BATH, 

AND LIVING AREA.

• Cabinets
• Countertops - Granite Quartz

• Flooring

Invest In Your NestInvest In Your Nest

What to know about replacing gutters

FallFall Home Improvement
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COMMERCIAL  
ZERO-TURN MOWER

Maverick 60 in Kawasaki FS730 24HP

Rebel 61 in Kawasaki EV0781 EFI 31HP

PRO Z 560 L KW PROFESSIONAL ZERO-TURN MOWER

ULTIMA ZT1 42 ZERO-TURN MOWER WITH FABRICATED DECK

• 726cc Engine
• Dual Hydro-Gear® 3400 Series Commercial-Grade 

Integrated Drive Systems
• Patented EZ-Ride® System
• Patented Independent Front Suspension
• I-Beam Front Rails
• 3/16˝or 7-Gauge All Steel, Formed and 

Welded Deck with Reinforced Edges
• Heavy-Gauge, All-Steel, All-Welded Frame

• NEW- Updated Tank Styling
• Dual Hydro-Gear® 4400 Series High-Performance Integrated Drive Systems
• Heavy-Duty Cast I-Beam Rails
• Heavy-Gauge, All-Steel, All-Welded Frame
• Patented Dual Deck Support Isolators
• Sloped 1/4˝or 3-Gauge Deck with Reinforced 3/8˝ Sides
• PEER, Maintenance-Free Spindles
• Deck Lift Pedal with Deck Dial Adjustment
• Premium Adjustable Suspension Seat
• Rear Deck Striping Kit
• Exclusive Reaper® Rear Tires
• Adjustable Foot Rest
• No-Flat Front Tires
• Electric PTO

DESIGNED FOR DAILY PROFESSIONAL USE
• 27 HP†† 852cc Kawasaki® FX850v engine (852cc)
• 60-inch commercial-grade fabricated deck
• 7-gauge deck shell with a 7-gauge top and bottom 

reinforcements
• Up to 10 mph forward/5 mph reverse speeds
• 12cc Parker HTJ pump with hyrdo release lever
• High-back dial suspension seat with EVC cushion 

and angle back adjust
• Lap bar control with 3/4 length padded bars and 

toolless quick-adjust dial
• 14.9-gal fuel capacity (twin 7.45 gal tanks) with dial 

gauge
• 3-year, no-hour-limit unit/5 year, 1750 hour limited 

deck warranty+

DESIGNED FOR HOMEOWNER USE ON FLAT TO 
SLIGHTLY HILLY TERRAIN
• 18HP††  Kawasaki®  FR600VV-twin OHV engine
• 42” AeroForce™  fabricated twin-blade deck
• Dual Hydro-Gear®  EZT-2200  transmission
• Continuous 2” x 2” tubular steel frame with 

protective e-coat on lower end
• Maintenance-free spindles
• Automotive-inspired adjustable 20” 

high-back seat, unique suspension 
system

• Quick knob-adjust lap bars; 
comfortable soft-touch rubber 
overmolded hand grips

• Up to 7 mph forward speed
• 3-year, no-hour-limit limited 

product/limited lifetime frame and 
fabricated deck shell warranty

$7,322 
or Low APR Financing*

$10,143 
or Low APR Financing*

$11,999
Exceptional Financing 

Options Available*

$3,699
Exceptional Financing 

Options Available*

RESIDENTIAL 
ZERO-TURN MOWER

Hardwood floors 
h a v e  l o n g  b e e n 
sought after by home 
buyers. Of course, 
hardwood floors ar-
en’t just for buyers. 
Homeowners who 
already have hard-
wood floors know 
just how impressive 
these floors can be, es-
pecially when they’re 
wel l  mainta ined. 
Maintaining wood 
floors is not necessar-
ily as straightforward 
as it may seem and 
homeowners may 
benefit from a tutorial 
on how too keep the 
floors under their feet 
looking good.

To polish or not 
to polish?

Polishing floors is 
an inexpensive way 
to keep them looking 
good. But the home 
improvement experts 
at BobVila.com note 
that not all floors can 
be polished and de-
termining which ones 
can depends on the 
finish. Floors with 
waterproof barriers 
such as urethane will 
benefit from routine 
polishing. However, 
floors with penetrat-
ing finishes like tung 
oil will need to be 
waxed rather than 
polished. 

What finish is 
on the floor?

The  Hardwood 
Distributor’s Associ-

ation recommends a 
simple way for home-
owners to determine 
which type of finish 
is on their hardwood 
floors. Homeowners 
are advised to rub 
a finger across the 
floor. If no smudge 
appears,  then the 
floor is surface sealed. 
If a smudge is cre-
ated, then the floor 
has been treated with 
a penetrating seal. 
The HDA also notes 
that recently installed 
wood floors are likely 
surface sealed.

How often 
should floors 

be polished or 
waxed?

Wood flooring pro-
fessionals recommend 
polishing floors that 
can be polished once 
every few months. 
Waxing wood floors 
does not need to be 
done as frequently 
and most can benefit 
from a fresh coat of 
wax every 12 to 18 
months.

What can I do 
on a daily basis?

Some simple tricks 
and daily mainte-
nance can help wood 
floors maintain their 
impressive look. 

• Utilize floor mats. 
The HDA notes that 
floor mats near entry-
ways can reduce the 
time it takes to clean 

hardwood floors and 
reduce the wear and 
tear they endure. For 
example, tiny par-
ticles like dirt can 
scratch the floor and 
contribute to the kind 
of minor damage that 
adds up to significant 
scarring over time. 
Floor mats near en-
tryways ensures that 
most of that dirt never 
makes it to the wood 
floors.

• Vacuum without 
a beater bar. Some 

vacuums conta in 
beater bars, which 
are designed to pick 
up human hair, dog 
hair and other things 
that conventional vac-
uums may not be able 
to pick up. The HDA 
advises vacuuming 
without the beater 
bar, as it can contrib-
ute to small scratches 
in the floor. Sweeping 
with a high-quality 
broom or microfiber 
cloth is another way 
to pick up dirt with-

out damaging floors.
• Use manufac-

turer-recommended 
cleaning products. 
Local home improve-
ment stores sell a host 
of hardwood floor 
cleaning products, 
but the HDA notes 
that many flooring 
manufacturers now 
sell their own hard-
wood floor cleaners 
designed specifically 
for their floors. These 
products are likely 
homeowners’ best 

bets. Homeowners 
who can’t find them 
can seek recommen-
dations from a local 
flooring retailer.

Hardwood floors 
are attract ive for 
many reasons. And 
they look even more 
stunning and last 
much longer, when 
homeowners make 
an effort to maintain 
them.

How to maintain hardwood floors

FallFall Home Improvement
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Add on Element of Add on Element of 
Beauty & Style...Beauty & Style...

...add an element of ...add an element of 
Warmth & ComfortWarmth & Comfort

E. 32 Plaza, 840 Hwy. 32, Lebanon, MO 

417-532-3155
HOUSEofIVEY

When th inking 
about renovating 
their homes, home-
owners may imagine 
changing wall colors, 
expanding room sizes 
or upgrading appli-
ances and fixtures. 
However, unless peo-
ple take inventory 
of the less glamou-
rous components of 
the home, such as 
structure, plumbing, 
heating and cooling 
and insulation, other 
improvements may 
be for naught.

A home insula-
tion project certainly 
doesn’t offer the wow 
factor of a kitchen 
remodel, but insu-
lation serves a vital 
function in the house 
that helps keep peo-
ple comfortable and 
reduces energy con-
sumption. Insulation 
is typically placed 
in areas where air 
escapes, such as be-
tween the stud cavi-
ties inside the walls 
and in the attic and 
serves to slow and 
reduce heat transfer. 

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy says 
between 50 and 70 
percent of the energy 
used in homes is for 
heating and cooling. 
By improving home 
insulation, homeown-

ers can make their 
homes more comfort-
able, consistent and 
efficient. In fact, the 
ENERGY STAR pro-
gram overseen by the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
says homeowners 
stand to save an av-
erage of 15 percent on 
heating and cooling 
costs by adding prop-
er insulation. To do 
so, homeowners can 
take a crash course in 
home insulation and 
find the products that 
fit their needs.

Blanket batts 
and rolls

Blanket batts and 
rolls typically are con-
structed with fiber-
glass, so proper safety 
gear, such as a mask 
and gloves, is needed 
when handling them. 
Installing this type of 
insulation is relative-
ly easy since the ma-
terials are designed to 
fit the standard width 
between studs, rafters 
and floor joists.

Foam board/
rigid foam 

panels
Ideal for unfin-

ished walls, such as 
basement or foun-
dation walls, floors 
and ceilings, these 
are boards of poly-
urethane or polysty-

rene. Foam boards 
tend to reduce energy 
consumption more 
effectively than other 
types of insulation.
Homeowners con-

sidering upgrading 
their insulation or 
amending existing 
insulation should do 
their homework on 
the type of insula-
tion that will be most 

effective for their 
homes.

Sprayed foam
Sprayed foam is 

just as the name im-
plies, a foam made 
from polyurethane, 
polyisocyanurate, 
cementitious or oth-
er materials that are 
applied by a spray 
container.  DIYers 
who need only small 

applications can use 
canned products. 
Large quantities are 
pressure-sprayed by 
professionals.

Loose fill 
Loose fill is usually 

made of fiberglass 
or cellulose (recy-
cled paper fiber). It 
is blown or sprayed 
into place with pneu-
matic equipment, ac-

cording to The Home 
Depot. Loose fill can 
be ideal for hard-to-
reach areas in attics or 
inside wall cavities. 
It’s good for adding 
insulation to irregu-
larly shaped areas. 
Since it requires spe-
cial equipment, this 
is a job best left to 
professionals.

Types of home insulation 
and where to install them 

YOUR 
HEADQUARTERS FOR:

KitchenAid, Whirlpool,
Cove, Maytag, Amana, 
Wolf, Sub-Zero, ASKO, 

Bosch, Zephyr and Blaze 
Outdoor Products, Speed 

Queen, Scotsman,
Sharp and Thor.

Jacobsen Appliances, INC.
Expert Installation and Delivery Available

713 S. Jefferson • Lebanon, MO 65536 • Phone (417) 588-1209 • www.jacobsenappliances.com

Serving all your applianceServing all your appliance
  needs for  needs for

Proudly offering
major brands 

you love at prices 
you can afford.

6464yearsyears
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Home renovation 
projects were high 
o n  h o m e o w n e r s ’ 
priority lists during 
the early days of 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Throughout 
much of 2020, peo-
ple across the globe 
were forced to spend 
much of their time at 
home as leaders and 
governments across 
the globe sought to 
prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. More time 
at home compelled 
millions of homeown-
ers to invest more in 
their properties, thus 
sparking a renovation 
boom.

By early 2023, the 
renovation boom that 
marked the initial 
days of the pandem-
ic appeared to have 
burst. In May 2023, 
the popular home 
improvement retail-
er Home Depot re-
ported its sales had 
fallen by 4.5 percent 
in the first quarter 
of the year and that 
its income had fallen 
by more than 6 per-
cent from the same 
period a year earlier. 
That marked the end 
of what Home De-
pot CEO Ted Deck-
er characterized as 
“a three-year peri-
od of unprecedented 
growth” in the home 
improvement sector. 

Home Depot’s de-

cline in sales was at-
tributed to a number 
of factors, including 
a pivot among home-
owners from large 
projects to smaller 
renovations. Infla-
tion and the looming 
threat of a recession 
have led many home-
owners to empha-
size smaller projects. 
With that in mind, the 
following are some 
small renovations 
that can have a big 
impact.

• Storage addition: 
Regardless of where 
storage is added, 
be it the kitchen or 
a home office or a 
laundry room, extra 
space to keep items 
out of view can dra-
matically alter the 
look of a home. Un-
used kitchen walls 
can be transformed 
with some inexpen-
sive, easily hanged 
shelves, while some 
laundry pedestals 
with storage drawers 
can help keep wash-
rooms clear of clutter.

•Polish floors: El-
bow grease might be 
the biggest expendi-
ture when cleaning 
hardwood floors. The 
wood flooring ex-
perts at Bona® advise 
homeowners to pol-
ish their floors once 
every two to four 
months depending on 
how much foot traffic 

the floors get. A fresh 
polishing can make 
floors look brand new 
and ensures dirt and 
dust are not hanging 
around as uninvited 
houseguests.

• Paint: Painting 
is another inexpen-
sive option for bud-
get-conscious home-
owners who want to 
update their homes. 
There’s no shortage 
of places in a home, 
both inside and out, 

where a fresh coat 
of paint can make a 
statement without 
breaking the bank. 
Fading paint on bed-
room walls and kitch-
en cabinets can be 
painted over with 
a fresh coat of the 
same color or even 
something more vi-
brant. Outside, ap-
ply a fresh coat to a 
wooden deck or paint 
over brick siding to 
create a whole new 

look.
• Molding: Crown 

molding can add a 
touch of elegance to 
any room. Rooms can 
be transformed in a 
single weekend with 
the installation of new 
or replacement crown 
molding. A simple 
molding installation 
is a task many do-
it-yourselfers can 
handle on their own, 
while homeowners 
with less DIY expe-

rience may benefit 
from hiring a contrac-
tor to create a layered 
molding look.

Homeowners are 
pivoting away from 
costly renovations 
to more budget-con-
scious projects. Var-
ious less expensive 
undertakings can 
transform spaces at a 
fraction of the cost of 
more extensive reno-
vations.

Small renovations that make a big difference

FallFall Home Improvement
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Houses typically 
feature various areas 
that are traditional-
ly designed for stor-
age, such as garages, 
basements and attics. 
However, with some 
renovat ion,  these 
spaces can be trans-
formed into livable 
areas. 

Homeowners who 
would like to con-
vert attics into livable 
spaces need to take 
certain things into 
consideration before 
starting an improve-
ment project. While 
the attic may seem 
like it has plenty of 
room and is structur-
ally sound enough 
to walk in, that’s not 
necessarily so. To be 
converted into usable 
living space, an attic 
must be brought up to 
the standards of mod-
ern building codes, 
according to the de-
sign experts at Board 
& Vellum. Retrofitting 
beams and insulation 
can eat up available 

space in an attic. Thus, 
it is best to consult an 
expert to see if an attic 
can be converted. 

Furthermore, an 
attic that was not ini-
tially designed as a 
room when the house 
was built can add ex-
tra “load” upstairs if 
it is converted. That 
could present certain 
structural problems. 
That means a struc-
tural engineer also 
must be consulted to 
see if adding beams, 
flooring and drywall 
will necessitate other 
changes elsewhere in 
the home to accom-
modate the extra load.

In order to have a 
functional attic room, 
building codes will 
dictate that it needs to 
be accessible by a full-
size staircase. Also, it 
will need to have an-
other exit in case of an 
emergency so that will 
likely be an accessible 
window, according to 
the home information 
site The Fill. Home-

owners’ budgets and 
renovation plans will 
need to factor into 
these considerations. 
Homeowners also are 
advised to check local 
permits to determine 
what else may be re-
quired to go forward. 
It is best to follow the 
rules. Lack of a permit 
for work can affect the 
ability to sell a home 
down the line.

Individuals also 
should plan for  heat-
ing and cooling up-
grades as the home 
will need to have 
ductwork installed 
in the attic, or at the 
least, a stand-alone 
heating and cooling 
unit. As heat rises, it 
can get quite warm in 
an attic, so ventilation 
and comfort should be 
considered. The attic 
will need to be wired 
for electricity for light-
ing and other needs. 
Air sealing and addi-
tional insulation can 
the attic space more 
comfortable as well. 

Consult with a quali-
fied electrician and an 
HVAC technician and 
have an energy audit 
done to discuss needs.

Attic renovations 

can give homeowners 
more space in their 
homes, which can be 
used as offices, bed-
rooms or cozy cor-
ners. This is no small 

undertaking and all of 
the right steps need to 
be followed to ensure 
a legal, safe and suc-
cessful renovation.

CALL TODAY! 
417-532-2779
• Straight, honest pricing
• No fixed rate pricing
• No hidden fees

609 W. Elm, Lebanon • www.hendersonhtgandclg.com

HENDERSON
HEATING & COOLING

Don’t let your
 furnace

behind
fall !Let our certified 

technicians
remove the doubt!

Kitchens are the 
busiest rooms in most 
homes. Kitchens have 
become more than 
just places to prepare 
meals, with many func-
tioning as gathering 
spaces and even go-to 
dining spots in homes 
that do not feature for-
mal dining rooms.

So much time spent 
in the kitchen makes it 
worthwhile to invest in 
these popular spaces. 
Kitchen renovations 
are  high on many 
homeowners’ to-do 
lists and there’s many 
decisions to make once 
they commit to redo-
ing the room. When 
renovating a kitchen, 
homeowners will have 
to choose which coun-
tertop material they 
want to install and the 
following rundown of 
popular options can 
help simplify that de-
cision.

Quartz
Quartz is considered 

a low-maintenance and 
durable countertop 

material. The home 
improvement experts 
at This Old House note 
that quartz counter-
tops are typically 94 
percent ground quartz 
and now come with an 
honed, sandblasted or 
embossed treatment, 
which makes them ap-
pealing to homeown-
ers with varying ideas 
on the ideal look of 
a kitchen countertop. 
Quartz can crack if it’s 
not handled properly 
and edges and corners 
can chip over time. 
Rounded edges can 
minimize the risk of 
chipping. Costs vary 
by location and prod-
uct availability, but 
quartz typically costs 
about the same as nat-
ural stone.

Granite
Consumer Reports 

notes that no two slabs 
of granite are the same 
and that uniqueness 
has long appealed to 
homeowners. Tests 
run by Consumer Re-
ports found that heat, 

cuts and scratches 
did not harm gran-
ite, though this mate-
rial, like quartz, can 
crack around edges 
and corners. Granite 
is a durable material 
that, if properly main-
tained, can last several 
decades. Granite also 
is nonporous, which 
makes it resistant to 
bacteria. 

Laminate
Laminate counter-

tops appeal to bud-
get-friendly homeown-
ers and Consumer Re-
ports notes that they’re 
easy to install. Home 
Depot also notes that 
laminate countertops 
come in a wide range of 
colors, textures and de-
signs. Laminate coun-
tertops also are dura-
ble, which helps bud-
get-conscious home-
owners stretch their 
dollars even further. 
Laminate countertops 
are easily maintained, 
though it’s also easy 
to permanently dam-
age them with knives, 

so Consumer Reports 
recommends always 
using a cutting board 
when preparing meals 
on laminate.

Butcher Block
Butcher block coun-

tertops are among the 
more unique options 
h o m e o w n e r s  m a y 
consider. Sometimes 
referred to as “wood 
countertops,” butcher 
block countertops are 
made from wooden 
strips that are fused 
together. The home im-
provement experts at 
BobVila.com note that 
butcher block is among 
the more affordable 
materials, but the final 
cost will be dictated by 
location and availabil-
ity. BobVila.com notes 
that butcher block 
countertops are highly 
sensitive to liquid, so 
exposure to moisture 
should be limited. Seal-
ing butcher block coun-
tertops immediately 
after installation can 
help protect against 
bacteria and warping. 

Though butcher blocks 
can be high mainte-
nance, many home-
owners find the unique 
look is well worth the 
extra elbow grease.

Kitchen countertops 

can define how the 
room looks and home-
owners have many op-
tions to choose from 
when designing a new 
kitchen.

What to know about kitchen countertop materials

How homeowners 
can turn attics into livable spaces

We’ve got the right equipment 
to get the job done! 

• Lawn & Garden 
Earth Moving

• Sewer 
Maintenance

• Trailers

• Concrete & 
Compacting

• Flooring Aerials, 
Ladders, Lifts & 
Scaffolding

(417) 532-2353
471 E. Elm Lebanon, MO 
www.singrental.com

FallFall Home Improvement
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Windows in a home 
are easy to take for 
granted. Unless win-
dows are showing 
signs of wear and tear 
or so dirty that it’s 
hard to see through 
them, it’s easy for 
them to go unnoticed. 
However, replacement 
windows can add val-
ue to a home and even 
save homeowners a 
substantial amount of 
money.

Much of the savings 
that can be attributed 
to new windows is 
related to energy effi-
ciency. The Office of 
Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy es-
timates that as much 
as 30 percent of heat-
ing and cooling energy 
can be lost through 
heat gain or heat loss, 
and aging, inefficient 
windows contribute 
to such losses. Replac-
ing those windows 
can save homeowners 
substantial amounts 
of money, with one 
expert at Angi estimat-
ing that installation of 
energy efficient win-
dows can help trim en-
ergy bills by as much 
as 12 percent.

Cost savings are of-
ten noted when firms 
p ro m o t e  re p l a c e -
ment windows, but 
homeowners should 
know that replace-
ment windows also 

provide numerous ad-
ditional benefits. In 
fact, the following are 
three great reasons for 
homeowners to con-
sider upgrading their 
windows today.

1. New windows 
help reduce carbon 
footprint. The U.S. 
Environmental Pro-
tection Agency re-
ports that replacing 
single-pane windows 
with ENERGY STAR® 
certified windows can 
help to reduce CO2 
emissions by a sig-
nificant margin. The 
EPA reports that such 
windows can save the 
equivalent of as much 
as 6,200 pounds of 
CO2 emissions thanks 
to reduced energy con-
sumption associated 
with the new win-
dows.

2. New windows 
can brighten a home. 
Natural light brightens 
a room and can make it 
appear larger. Home-
owners who have 
grown accustomed to 
old windows may not 
realize how little light 
such windows let into 
their homes. Aging 
windows can become 
foggy over time and 
prevent natural light 
from getting into a 
home. That can cre-
ate a gloomy feel and 
force homeowners to 
turn up the thermostat 

on cold days. New 
windows brighten the 
home and the natural 
light that pours in on a 
cold day can help heat 
the home at the same 
time.

3. New windows 
cut down on noise. 
Window manufac-
turers are always on 
the lookout for ways 
to produce windows 
that make homes more 
comfortable. Noise 
reduction is one way 
to accomplish that 
goal, and Consumer 
Reports notes that tri-
ple-glazed windows 
can help to dramati-
cally reduce outside 
noise. Homeowners 
who currently have 
single-pane windows 
may be astonished 
by the difference in 
outside noise levels 
when upgrading to tri-
ple-glazed windows, 
which contain a third 
layer of glass. That 
third layer of glass 
significantly reduces 
noise levels, making 
triple-glaze windows 
ideal for homes on 
busy streets or those in 
urban areas with lots 
of foot traffic.

Replacement win-
dows pay numerous 
dividends. Homeown-
ers can reap these re-
wards and others by 
replacing aging win-
dows.

3 great reasons to replace aging windows

208 W Commercial, Lebanon • 417-718-9136
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm

• ANTIQUES
• FURNITURE

• HOME DECOR
• VINTAGE & 

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
• VINTAGE &  MORE

Rusty
Rooster

 Market place
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